CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ‘JOES’
Last week’s announcements of the England squads ahead of this season’s 6 Nations Championship saw the selection of former Raiders’ players - the 2 Joes – Marler and Launchbury.

Congratulations to both on their selection for the Elite and Saxons squads respectively. All at Worthing RFC wish them well for the coming campaigns.
Over several seasons Worthing RFC and the Raiders have helped the development of a number of players like the Joe’s, several of whom are now playing in the Premiership and Championship. The quality of coaching, support, facilities and level of rugby being played in National 2 South has helped ensure the Raiders place in the player pathway.

Clearly as can be seen in the following details taken from the RFU’s website, Worthing RFC has left fond memories with both players and gives confirmation, if any was needed, of the warm welcome provided at the home of Worthing Raiders, Roundstone Lane

Joe Marler
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Profile
Captaining England at any level is an accolade and Joe Marler did it for the U18 side against Wales three years ago before stepping up for his England Saxons’ debut against Italy A in January 2011.
He joined the Harlequins’ Academy in June 2008, spent the ensuing season on loan to Worthing, made his Quins A team debut against London Wasps and has figured on a similar basis for Esher, newly promoted to The Championship. 
Joe, from Eastbourne, was educated at Maynards Green Primary School and Heathfield Community College and began playing, when 11, for Eastbourne Sharks.
His advances in the game not only feature playing for Sussex Under 14-18 but also representing London & South East in 2006. Moving on, he played for England U18 in Argentina and in the IRB Junior World Championship in Japan two years ago.
He appeared in all ten competitive matches played by England U20 last year, scoring two tries in the 41-14 win over Wales at Kingsholm and one in the IRB Junior World Championship third place play off when England lost 27-22 to South Africa at Rosario last June. 
Strong coaching influences on his game have been Will Stadler, his first mentor, followed by Tony Diprose and Ceri Jones, the Harlequins’ loose head prop. Joe’s father Paul, who played for local club Hellingly, introduced him to rugby and to the front row where he has appeared throughout his career.
Players that he especially respects are Nick Easter, Matt Ryan and Peter Bracken while his outside interests include cinema and golf.
His favourite ground is Roundstone Lane, Worthing and his best memory – a match for the Sussex club against Dings Crusaders.
Joe Launchbury
[image: image2.jpg]



Profile
Sharing in England’s U20 6 Nations Grand Slam in March had an extra special meaning for Joe Launchbury, who was man of the match when gaining his third cap at that level in the 41-15 win over Ireland at Athlone that also clinched the title. He said: “It is the one and only competition that I have won and that includes my schooldays.”
To that, Joe swiftly added the accolade of the England Player of the Tournament by his teammates at the IRB Junior World Championship in Italy in June. He started every match and excelled throughout.
Exeter-born Joe, a late addition to the U20 squad in 2010-11, is in his first year as an Open University student in Sport Science, which he combined with his initial season at London Wasps. His previous academy experience was with Harlequins from the age of 15 to 17 and in recent months he has added to his rugby acumen with a loan spell with Rosslyn Park, of National One.
Joe first played when seven years old at Exmouth and while at Christ’s Hospital School in Horsham, he captained the first XV and benefited from his mentor Richard Baker. James Wade, the high performance manager at Wasps, has since taken over that mantle. 
His representative honours include Sussex U15-U18, London & South East U16 and U18 and he scored two tries for England U18 on his debut against Japan High Schools at Brickfields, Plymouth in March 2009. That match was part of the preparations for the AER (Association Europeenne de Rugby) in France during which he played three games as England finished as runners up to the hosts.  
An 80-minute appearance on his Aviva Premiership debut against Leicester Tigers at Welford Road in February this year led to six more matches before the end of 2010-11. He played for the full 80 minutes in the final three. 
He has switched between the second and back rows during his embryonic playing days and while growing up the luminaries he admired were Martin Johnson and Lawrence Dallaglio. His favourite ground is Roundstone Lane, the home of Worthing RFC, for whom he has also played in the 2010-11 season and his hobbies are films and music.
